Virginia Cooperative Extension Public Service Announcement
10-17-2018 New Invasive Pest Detected in Virginia: Spotted Lanternfly in Virginia
A potentially very serious pest of grapes, peaches, hops, and a variety of other crops, the spotted lanternfly
(SLF), Lycorma delicatula, was detected in Frederick County, Virginia, on Jan. 10, 2018. The Virginia Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS) announced the detection of this new invasive insect pest in
Virginia. In early January, VDACS inspectors discovered SLF at a stone yard in Frederick County near Winchester.
The Spotted Lanternfly is native to China, India and Vietnam, and prior to the January detection, was not known
to occur in Virginia. Both SLF egg masses and dead adults were detected at the Winchester site.
The Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS) is on the lookout for residents of
Virginia to look for it and report any finds. In summer of 2018 they are established in the Winchester area and
residents of northern Virginia Counties are asked to be on high alert for these. Of special concern is the
movement of trailers, boats or other equipment that has been parked over the summer in areas known to be
infested with SLF and the movement of nursery stock, Christmas trees, and landscape materials coming from
these same areas.
The spotted lanternfly has also been reported on a range of ornamentals around the home and in the landscape;
in high numbers, the insect can become a nuisance pest to homeowners.
For Description, instructions on if you think you have found one, and more resources go here:
https://ext.vt.edu/agriculture/commercial-horticulture/spotted-lanternfly.html#vt-itemvtmultitab_145247615_1539724616488-0

Early, immature stages of
the spotted lanternfly are
wingless and black and
have white spots that
develop to red patches.

At rest, the adult SLF
resembles a colorful
moth and shows lightbrown, grayish wings
with black spots held
"tent-like" over its
body. When the wings
are open, yellow and
red patches are
exposed. Adult SLF are
approximately 1" long
and ½" .

SLF egg masses are 11.5" long and ½-¾"
wide, shiny and grayishbrown in color when
fresh. They weather to
a flat gray-brown color
with age.
The egg masses have
been described as
looking like sooty mold,
a fungal growth
associated with scale
and aphid insect
infestations.
Spotted Lanternfly
feeds on more than 70
plants, including
grapes, stone fruits,
hops and Ailanthus
(Tree of Heaven). The
insect causes damage
to plants because of its
method of feeding, the
rapid buildup of large

populations and the production of
honeydew, a by-product of their feeding
activity that serves as a medium for
fungal growth. SLF can also be a
nuisance pest to homeowners when
found in large numbers.
The first U.S. detection of SLF occurred
in 2014 at a Pennsylvania business that
imports stone products. Stone products
from that business went to the
Winchester site. VDACS inspectors had
been monitoring the Winchester site
since 2015, with no positive detections
until a routine follow up survey in
January. Inspectors then found SLF on
Ailanthus trees located on the property.

Early detection is vital for the
management of any newly introduced
plant pest. VDACS is now conducting a
survey in the surrounding area in an
effort to determine the extent of the
infestation. VDACS is also working with
Virginia Cooperative Extension and the
Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture
to determine management and control
strategies for SLF.

For more information on Spotted Lanternfly and contact information for your local Extension Office in Virginia
go to these excellent resources by Virginia Cooperative Extension at https://ext.vt.edu/agriculture/commercialhorticulture/spotted-lanternfly.html

To confirm possible egg masses or insects, contact your local Extension office:
Arlington/Alexandria Cooperative Extension: 703 228 6400
Extension Agent: Kirsten Ann Conrad 703 228 6423 kirsten.conrad@vt.edu

