
A Beneficial and FUN Way to Celebrate 50th Anniversary of Earth Day all Month Long! 

The City Nature Challenge is an annual event that encourages people to identify, document, and share 
local natural diversity (plants, animals, and other organisms) via the iNaturalist app 
(https://www.inaturalist.org/). This year, the CNC has shifted from a competition to a shared nature 
experience to focus on what you observe and document alone or with families in your own yards or 
safely on permissible nature walks.  

While the CNC websites invite you to upload your observations to iNaturalist only between April 24-
27th, the DC region CNC team has gone one step further and named April “City Nature Month” in the 
DMV! So, for the remainder of April, use iNaturalist to observe nature within and around your homes, 
whether it’s at window sills, through the window, in your backyards, on balconies and stoops, and as 
part of allowed recreational activities such as walks in your neighborhood. 

Don’t know how to use iNaturalist?  
Check the guide to getting started with iNaturalist (https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/getting+started). 
There will also be a iNaturalist Zoom Introduction on April 9th from 12-1 pm, for anyone to learn the 
basics of using the app (Register here)  The meeting can accommodate up to 300 participants. A video of 
the program will be made available on the DC regional CNC website (https://citynaturechallengedc.org/) 
following the meeting. Additional trainings will be listed on the DC CNC page as available. 

 Finally, here are some other cool links: 

1.  The Family Activity Guide: Backyard Wilderness suggests how to engage children in exploring nature 
close to home. (https://www.tangledbankstudios.org/sites/default/files/2018-
11/4%29%20BW%20Family%20Activity%20Guide%20%28English%29.pdf). 

2.  The CNC Exploring Nature guide recommends ways to explore and support living things around your 
home (https://nhm.org/sites/default/files/2020-
03/exploring_nature_in_and_around_your_home_2.pdf). 

3. Biocubes:  The Smithsonian Institution completed the “biocube” project in 2015, measuring the 
biodiversity in a cubic foot across a variety of environment.  
(https://naturalhistory.si.edu/education/teaching-resources/life-science/biocubes-exploring-
biodiversity).  Another video showing how to rapidly build a cube is found here:   
(https://naturalhistory.si.edu/education/teaching-resources/life-science/biocubes-exploring-
biodiversity/building-biocube).   
 
Happy Nature Month!! 
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